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Unanimous vote
confirms Perry as
new defense chief

By Bill Genz

THE WASHINGTON THES

The Senate voted unanimously
last night to confirm William J.
Perry as secretary of defense, re.
placing outgoing Pentagon chief Les
Aspin.

In 2 97-0 vote, the Senate ended an
embarrassing effort by President
Clinton to replace Mr. Aspin, who
was forced to resign in December
over budget disputes and for failing
to send armor in support of US,
troops in Somalia.

Mr. Perry was sworn in as the 19th
defense secretary at an informal
ceremony last night at the Pentagon.
His wife, Lee, Mr. Aspin and Army
Gen. John Shalikashvili, chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, were
present.

Retired Adm. Bobby Ray Inman
withdrew as the nominee for the
post on Jan. 18, claiming in a nation-
ally televised news conference that
Republicans and newspaper coium-
nists conspired 10 smear his reputa-
uon.

Mr. Perry's official duties begin
this weekend when he travels to Mu-
nich to take part in an annual inter-
national securiry policy conference
attended by senior government of-
ficials.

On Tuesday, he is scheduled to
testify before Congress about the
Pentagon's fiscal 1995 defense bud.
get, which will be released Monday:

Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee Chairman Sam Nunn, in remarks
on the Senate floor, praised Mr
Perry, 66, a8 an expert in national
security issues who “has shown high
standards of personal conduct and
integrity”

“The record ciearly shows that
Bill Perry is highly qualified to be
secretary of defense” Mr Nunn
said.

Sen. Strom Thurmond, South
Carolina Republican and ranking
minarity member of the Armed Ser-
vices Committee, said Mr. Perry, a
weapons procurement official in the

Pg. 13

Carter administration, was in the
forefront of modernizing U.S.
forces.

Mr. Perry is known as the key de-
veloper of radar-evading stealth
technology. .

“I'hope Dr. Perry's appuintment 1o
the position of secretary will begin
a new era of consultation and coop-
eration between the Department of
Pefense and the White House” Mr.
Thurmond said. “Over the past sev-
eral months 1 have been concerned
about the lack of focus and support
President Clinton has given his na-
tional security team and the defense
issues.”

The Senate has confirmed Mr
Perry three times before for lesser
positions in the Pentagon, twice dur-
ing the Carter administration and
last year for the deputy defense sec-
retary post.

Absen: from the vote yesterday
were Republican Sens. John McCain
of Arizona, Don Nickles of Okla-
homa and Ted Stevens of Alaska.

Mr_Perry told the Sepate Armed

Services Committes nn Wednesday
that he has a very different -
iri than Mr. Asgin but that E: ﬁ:gs
]'T_eymuuumm-

T.

—

The new defense secretary said at
his nomination_heaning iﬁri E!;' is

sions on the Korean peninsula and
will use a “carrot and stick” o keep
North Korea from deveioping nu-
Clear weapons.

esaid he

He said he proposed and appraved
a_joint US.-China defense conver-

sion_commyssion that_will_be oo
irected by himself and Lt. Gen.
Ling Henggao, Beiiing's top interna-
tional arms dealer

He also said he must deal with a
$20 biilion shorifall in defense funds
Meeded 1n the next six Vears 1o pay

for programs designed to keep US,
‘Torces cagla:vle of fighting two re-
!gtona CONIliCts at near ! the same

e of his top priorities will be to
assure that U.S. military field com-
manders get the support they need
and 1o prevent budget cuts from pro-

ducing “hollow” military forces in
the coming years.
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Perry Is Sworn In as Defense Secretary

m Military: Aspin’s deputy
takes oath same day Senate
votes, 97 to 0, to back
nomination. Confirmation
caps almost two-month
search for a replacement.

By ART PINE
TIMES STAFF WRITER

ASHINGTON—William J.

Perry was sworn in Thurs-
day as President Clinton’s new
secrelary of defense, ending a 734.
weekiong effort by the Adminis-
tration to replace departing Secre-
tary Les Aspin,

The B6-yearold former Stan-
ford University engineering pro-
fessor took the cath of office in a
private ceremony ag the Pentogon
after the Senate voted, 97 to 0, to
conftrm his nomination. Earijer,
the Senate Armed Serviess Com.
mitiee had egdorsed the appaint-
ment unanimouysly.

The vote Thursday followed 3
3% - hour hearing before the
Armed Services panel on Wednes-
day during which Perry, who has
served as Aspin’s deputy for 11
months, won umabashed plaudits
from senators for his stand an
national security isspes

The new defense chief faces a
spate of chailenges and, prublems in
guiding the mililary ishment
through its post-Cold War cur-
backs One of his frst assignments
will be o present the Administra-
Lion’s new defense budget 1o Can-
BIESS pext weel .

The confirmation was rushed
througk at the reques. of the
Administration, in part, so Perry
*ould artend an intarnational con-
ference of defense ministers In

Monich this weekend.

Perry i3 expected o leave lzte

today and retrn to Washingten
Y CEVEnIng.

A high-lechnology expert wha
has become kmown as the godfa-
ther of the radar-svading Steatth
bamber, Perry has spent the botk
of his career In the defense indus-
Ty, as 2 consuitant an super-seeret
weapons

Bmhcgmexpeaedtn MoV easily
mto broader defense issues, from
enswring wilitary preparedaess to
developing a natlonal strategy for
US. intervention in sityations soch
as thase in Somalia and Bosnia,

linton initally nominated re-
tred Navy Adm Bolby Ray
Inman, a Tems businessman, to
replace Aspin, who resigned under

presmre.

The President was embazrassed
poliically when the admiral
backed out of the nomination, say-
ing that he did nat want to face
eritictsm fram Congress and the
medih

After a week of consultations,
the ‘White House eventually asked
Perry 10 take the job, apd an-
nounced his nomdnation formally
on Jen. 24 Perry served in the
Pentagon during the late 1970 as
imderseeretary of defense for re-

He Is expected to go along with
policies hammered qurt by Aspin on
mchisnsasthesizeofthcmed
forces, homosavuals in) the molitary
and women in combat, and to legve
most key st positions virtually
uhchanged.

But colleagnes said that they
expect him to be more decisive
and articulate than his predecessor
and better at managing the Pegta-
gun

They also predicted that he will
abandon Aspin's efforts to thrust
the Defense Department imto the
heart of the Administration's for-
eign policy-making apparatas.

Aspin, who had agresd to remain
in the post umtil his successar was
S§WOrn ib, had come under erfticiem
from opponents of the Administra-
Hlon's pelicies, and took the blame
for a failed U.S. r2id in Somalia on
Oct. 3 that resulted in the deaths of
18 servicemen.

Aspin earlier had refused a re-
quest {0 send mare tanks tn support
TUS. troaps in the trouhied African
naticn,

Bot the 55-year-old former
Wisconsin congressman bas been
Praised in recent days far having
shepherded the Pentagon through
such coniroversies as the gays-in-
the-mflitary issue and for initiating
the “boltam-up review,” a sweep-
ing overhaul of basic defense pali-
cy.



